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414-15GS  MARRIAGE - CHURCH MANUAL AMENDMENT - 2 

 

 

Revised 02-02-15tkb 

“Neither husband nor wife is to make a plea for rulership. The Lord has laid down the 1 

principle that is to guide in this matter. The husband is to cherish his wife as Christ cherishes the 2 

church. And the wife is to respect and love her husband. Both are to cultivate the spirit of 3 

kindness, being determined never to grieve or injure the other.”—7T 47. 4 

 5 

The entrance of sin adversely affected marriage. When Adam and Eve sinned, they lost 6 

the oneness that they had known with God and with each other (Gen. 3:6-24). Their relationship 7 

became marked with guilt, shame, blame, and pain. Wherever sin reigns, its sad effects on 8 

marriage include alienation, unfaithfulness, neglect, abuse, sexual perversion, domination of one 9 

partner by the other, violence, separation, desertion, and divorce. 10 

 11 

Marriages involving more than one husband and one wife are also an expression of the 12 

effects of sin on the institution of marriage. Such marriages, though practiced in Old Testament 13 

times, are not in harmony with the divine design. God’s plan for marriage requires His people to 14 

transcend the mores of popular culture that conflict with the biblical view. 15 

 16 

The Christian concept of marriage includes the following: 17 

 18 

1.  Divine Ideal to Be Restored in Christ—In redeeming the world from - No change 19 

 20 

2.  Oneness and Equality to Be Restored in Christ—The gospel - No change 21 

 22 

3.  Grace Available for All—God seeks to restore to wholeness - No change 23 

 24 

4.  Role of the Church—Moses in the Old Testament and Paul - No change 25 
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